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I think of C.R. Edwards, former presi-
dent of the convention, pastor for so
many years at the First Baptist Church
of Fayetteville, a long-term leader of
the North Carolina General Assembly,
and special assistant to North Caro-
lina’s Governors. Again, a mentor, a
wise man, someone who was a good
man and who knew how to bring out
the best in others.

I think of W.B. Lewis, who recently
passed away, another former president
of the convention. He was pastor for a
long time of the—I say a long time—
decades upon decades of the First Cos-
mopolitan Baptist Church in Raleigh.
He was a pioneer in figuring out how to
work with the Federal Department of
Housing and Urban Development to
form a nonprofit corporation to build
affordable housing, which, to this day,
stands in Raleigh—rental housing for
the elderly.

Finally, I think of John R. Manley,
60-plus years as pastor of First Baptist
Church in Chapel Hill, a dear friend of
mine. Another former president of the
convention, by the way. This was a pat-
tern for these leading pastors to offer
that kind of State leadership, as they
were offering local leadership. John
Manley also was a champion of hous-
ing. Manley Estates stands right there
in that community. I know how hard
John Manley worked on that because
we worked together. We have this
housing in the community because of
his vision.

I can go on and on. But this is such
an impressive honor roll of leaders—
pastors—who have not only led their
flocks, but they have led the State and,
in many cases, national religious orga-
nizations.

The General Baptist State Conven-
tion has enabled millions of people
over these years to deepen their faith
and to express that faith in ministering
to those whom Jesus called, ‘‘the least
of these,” and to advance the struggle
for justice in this country.

So I am proud to join my colleagues
in this tribute tonight. And I say to the
General Baptist State Convention of
North Carolina that many faithful
members of the congregations, the
leaders, may you go from strength to
strength, and may you continue to ap-
proach the gospel powerfully and be a
force for good and justice and right in
our community.

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker,
how much time do I have remaining?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from North Carolina has 9 min-
utes remaining.

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, as
I was listening to Congressman PRICE a
moment ago recite the names of those
great men who have led the General
Baptist State Convention, I could not
help but to think that I, too, remember
all of them. And then I glanced down at
the list of presidents that I am going to
enter into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
in just a few moments from now, and
there have been 32 men who have
served as presidents of this great con-
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vention, and I have had the privilege of
knowing 12 of them.
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I did not realize that until I actually
pulled out the list and started count-
ing: C.R. Edwards, who Mr. PRICE rec-
ognized a moment ago; Joy Johnson;
John Manley; E.B. Turner; J.B. Hum-
phrey; W.B. Lewis; Clifford A. Jones,
Sr.; John D. Fuller, Sr.; Charles T. Bul-
lock; Gregory K. Moss, Sr.; Howard W.
Parker, Jr.; and the current president,
Dr. Nilous M. Avery, II.

I might say, Mr. Speaker, that of
these names that I just mentioned,
three of those passed away in this cal-
endar year.

They have been great Baptists and
they have been great North Carolinians
and great Americans.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank my col-
leagues and I want to thank the Gen-
eral Baptist State Convention for 150
yvears of incredible work in North Caro-
lina, and I thank the men and women
of both clergy and laity who keep this
convention alive and well.

Mr. Speaker, if I can close by simply
using my dear, departed uncle as but
one example of a Black preacher who
gave his entire life to his ministry.

Reverend F.L. Bullock of Enfield,
born 1896, pastored four churches that
were one-Sunday-per-month churches.
Married to my mother’s sister who was
a teacher, he was paid very little.
Every day of his life, Reverend Bullock
would visit the sick and minister to
the needs of his community.

After serving as pastor for 64 long
years, he was diagnosed with cancer.
No health insurance, no life insurance,
no pension from any of his churches, he
died at age 84, several days after
preaching his last sermon.

Mr. Speaker, thousands of pastors
have devoted their entire life to the
ministry. Many are remembered, but so
many of them are not.

Today, the three of us pay tribute to
all of them from the floor of the United
States House of Representatives.

May God bless the memory of each of
them for making our communities a
better place to live, and may God con-
tinue to bless the General Baptist
State Convention of North Carolina
and its current leaders as they con-
tinue to serve God and his people of all
races, creeds, and stations in life.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

————
SENATE BILL REFERRED

A Dbill of the Senate of the following
title was taken from the Speaker’s
table and, under the rule, referred as
follows:

S. 1766. An act to reauthorize the SAFER
Act of 2013, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

———

ENROLLED BILL AND JOINT
RESOLUTION SIGNED

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported and found truly enrolled a bill
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and joint resolution of the House of the
following titles, which were thereupon
signed by the Speaker:

H.R. 2266. An act making additional sup-
plemental appropriations for disaster relief
requirements for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2018, and for other purposes.

H.J. Res. 111. Joint resolution providing for
congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of
title 5, United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by Bureau of Consumer Financial
Protection relating to ‘‘Arbitration Agree-
ments’’.

————

SENATE ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

The Speaker announced his signature
to an enrolled bill of the Senate of the
following title:

S. 504. An act to permanently authorize the
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Business
Travel Card Program.

————
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, 1
move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 33 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow,
Thursday, October 26, 2017, at 9 a.m.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

2928. A letter from the Under Secretary,
Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics, De-
partment of Defense, transmitting a report
entitled ‘“‘Live Fire Test and Evaluation
Management Plan for the T-AO 205 Fleet Re-
plenishment Oiler Program PRE-MDAP-
ACAT IC Milestone B/C”, pursuant to 10
U.S.C. 2366(c)(1); Public Law 99-500, Sec.
101(c) (as amended by Public Law 99-591, Sec.
101(c)); (100 Stat. 3341-144); to the Committee
on Armed Services.

2929. A letter from the Secretary, Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission, transmitting
the Commission’s interim final temporary
rule — Regulation Crowdfunding and Regula-
tion A Relief and Assistance for Victims of
Hurricane Harvey, Hurricane Irma, and Hur-
ricane Maria [Release No.: 33-10416] received
October 20, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Financial
Services.

2930. A letter from the Secretary, Federal
Trade Commission, transmitting the Com-
mission’s final rules — Wool Products Label-
ing; Fur Products Labeling; Textile Fiber
Products Identification (RIN: 3084-AB29, 3084-
AB27, 3084-AB30) received October 20, 2017,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

2931. A letter from the Deputy Assistant
Secretary, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting a report
covering the period from June 9, 2017 to Au-
gust 8, 2017 on the Authorization for Use of
Military Force Against Iraq Resolution, pur-
suant to 50 U.S.C. 1541 note; Public Law 107-
243, Sec. 4(a); (116 Stat. 1501) and 50 U.S.C.
1541 note; Public Law 102-1, Sec. 3 (as amend-
ed by Public Law 106-113, Sec. 1000(a)(7)); (113
Stat. 1501A-422); to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs.

2932. A letter from the Deputy Assistant
Secretary, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting a report to
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